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Crane

The letters in blue circles indicate the fold lines.  
They are also shown on the practice sheet.

There are various types of origami which 
have been done in Japan since ancient 
times.

The crane is the most famous origami 
sculpture.  Try folding cranes out of many 
different colors of paper.
Many cranes fastened together with thread 
form a sculpture called Senbazuru 
(thousand cranes).

Start

Fold in half along line      .

Flatten the fold.

Flatten the fold.

Align the 
corners.

Continue on 
to the second 
page.

Flatten the fold.

Flatten the fold.

Turn over.

Flatten the fold.

Fold down to align the corners.

Fold down to align the corners.

Lift up the newly 
folded triangle.

Lift up the newly 
folded triangle.

Open up the 
triangle.

Open up the 
triangle.

Fold in half again 
at line     .

Fold the triangle on top 
in half along line      .

Fold the triangle at the 
upper right toward you, 
along line      .

Star mark

A
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Continued 
from the first 
page.
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Fold in the right side 
along line      , so that 
the right edge is aligned 
with the center line.

Fold in the right side 
along line      , so that 
the right edge is aligned 
with the center line.

Fold in the right and left sides 
along lines       and      , so that 
the right and left edges are 
aligned with the center line.

Turn over, and then fold in 
the right and left sides along 
lines        and      , so that 
the right and left edges are 
aligned with the center line.

Fold in the left side 
along line       , so that 
the left edge is aligned 
with the center line.

Fold in the left side 
along line       , so that 
the left edge is aligned 
with the center line.

Fold the top triangle 
forward along line     .

Fold the top triangle 
forward along line     .

Unfold the last 
three folds.

Unfold the last 
three folds.

Lift the top layer 
of paper upward.

Lift the top layer 
of paper upward.

Pulling the upper corner 
over and back, fold both 
sides inward to the center.

Pulling the upper corner 
over and back, fold both 
sides inward to the center.

Flatten the fold.

Flatten the fold.
Flatten the fold.

Flatten 
the fold.

Flatten the fold.

Turn over.

Continue on 
to the third page.
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Finished

Senbazuru
(thousand cranes)
Fold many cranes of the 
same size, and fasten them 
together with a needle and thread.

While pulling outward on the wings, 
blow into the hole at the bottom 
to expand the body.

Q

O

P

Open Open

OpenClose up the open right side 
and flatten the head.

Flatten out the folds where 
the wings meet the body.

Fold both wings 
downward.

Blow into the crane from the bottom.

O

Q

P

Thread
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Continued 
from the 
second page.

Open up the left side.

Open up the 
right side again.

Close up the open left 
side and flatten the fold.

Close up the open right 
side and flatten the fold.

Open up the right side.Fold the lower triangle 
upward along line      .

Fold the head 
downward along line      .

Fold the lower triangle 
upward along line       .
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Close

Close

Close
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Practice sheet Cut line

Mountain fold

Valley fold
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